Romans


Lesson 6: Life In The Spirit-Romans 8:1-39





	In the last lesson, we noted that we struggle with sin even as we grow in holiness.  When we were controlled by sin, this didn’t bother us.  Now that Christ controls us, it grieves us greatly when we sin.  In Romans 8, Paul discusses what it means to live in the Spirit of Christ.


	It is critical in this chapter to note the strong contrast Paul is making between the life of the flesh and the life of the Spirit.  Again, we must note that the NIV fumbled the translation here by substituting the phrase “sinful nature” in place of the word “flesh,” the original language had it.  We must restore the word “flesh” in order to appreciate the precision and power of Paul’s discussion as he contrasts the “fleshly” life with the “spiritual” life and shows us the end of both.





Now righteous, we’re controlled by the Spirit-8:1-17.


	Those who are in Christ (i.e. baptized-see Romans 6:3 again) are freed from condemnation for their sins.  It is only through Christ that the Spirit brings life to us.  The law was unable to accomplish this, so God sent His Son as a human being to condemn sin “in the flesh” and thereby to fulfill the righteous requirements of justice.  Now our obligation is not to live our lives thinking all the time about the desires of the flesh and how to gratify them.  Instead, we are to live with our minds set on what the Spirit desires.  If we give our minds over to the flesh, we die; if we give our minds over to the Spirit, we live in peace!  The central problem is that the “fleshly” mind is hostile to God. This has to do with an entire way of thinking.


	But that doesn’t describe us now that God’s Spirit lives within us (if He doesn’t live in us, we’re not Christians).  It’s true that our bodies still die, but our spirits are alive.  And the same Spirit that raised Jesus from the dead will raise us from the dead, too!  So we owe our lives to the Spirit.  That means we kill the wrong actions of the body by the power of the Spirit.  We must give control of our lives over to the Spirit of God instead of our fleshly desires.  We are children of God; sharers with Christ in His sufferings so that we also may share in His glory.





The glory that is to be ours-8:18-30


	The whole creation depends upon us.  When humanity sinned, the consequences of that sin impacted the whole of creation.  Even though the earth did not sin, suddenly it brought forth thorns and thistles.  The whole of creation has been degenerating ever since.  Plants and animals mutate, rocks weather, species are exterminated-it’s all breaking down.  But one day redemption will come.  And creation is eagerly looking forward to that day just as we look forward to our ultimate redemption!  And in that day, the pain, sorrow and suffering of the fallen world will be lost in God’s glory.


	Even though we have the pledge of redemption in the Spirit within us we still hope eagerly for our eternal life!  That is the hope that propels us ever onward and keeps us persevering in our Christian lives.  But that’s not to say that God is not active!  He has not abandoned us, gone away for some long time and kept Himself disconnected from us!  He is active within us and for us now.  The Holy Spirit of God hears our prayers and translates the full depth of our expression to the Father.  He is the medium of perfect communication with the Father so that God accurately knows our deepest desires and most intimate thoughts. 


	In fact, God is continually at work, bringing good for all His people.  This does not mean that everything that happens is good, or even that everything ultimately has a good purpose.  It means that even on this painful, sorrowing earth, God is working good for His people.  He has called His people to good and predestined them to be like Jesus.


	God predestines nobody to be saved or lost.  Yet God has predestined certain people to important tasks on the earth: Samson was set apart before birth to begin the deliverance of Israel from the Philistines (Judges 13:3-5), Jeremiah was set apart to be a prophet (Jeremiah 1:4-5), John the Baptist was set apart to cause Israel to repent (Luke 1:13-17).  Our task, predestined by God, is to be conformed to the image of Jesus Christ.  Even though God calls us, it still depends upon us to accept God’s purpose for us and obey the gospel!





Victory in Jesus-8:31-39


	God Himself is on our side!  It seems clear that if He would pour Himself out to the extent of offering His own Son for our redemption, He wants us to succeed!  Who would dare to condemn those whom God has justified?  Beyond this, it is Christ Himself, who suffered on our behalf, who intercedes on our behalf!  If He is willing to be our advocate, who dares to speak against us?  And if God is willing to give us His Son, won’t He also give us much smaller things?  Things like: love, peace, joy, patience, assurance of His love and salvation?  How about hope, strength, and His own presence with us?


	There is nothing that can take us away from the love of God. Almost everything that is feared by people is listed at the end of this chapter.  Some people fear death; others fear life-but both are victories in Jesus Christ.  Some people fear the supernatural-but Christ rules over all principalities and powers (Colossians 1:16).  Some people fear the future while others fear the present-but Jesus is Lord of all.  There is no danger, no distance, there is nothing that can separate us from God’s love which is found in Jesus Christ, our Lord.  There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.





Discussion Questions:


	1. How differently do we live now that we are free from condemnation for our sins? How shall we set our minds on the things of the Spirit instead of the things of the flesh?  Why does the mind set on fleshly things bring death?


	2. In what ways has creation suffered for the sin of humanity?  How do we still see this suffering continue? What can we do to lessen or reverse this terrible effect?


	3. Why is it so comforting to know that the Holy Spirit translates our prayers for the Father?  What kinds of prayers do we offer that are incoherent or impossible to express correctly?


	4. Is it comforting or frightening to know that God predestines people to particular tasks?  What happens to those who reject God’s tasks?  What is the task God has set before us?  How are we accomplishing His will?


	5. Since it is obvious that God wants us to succeed, why do so many think that God looks only for our failure?  Who is it who lays indictments against humanity? Who can separate us from the love of God?  Who can separate us from God?


